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WILL OF COL. JAMES SHIELDS OF JAMES 
CITY COUNTY. 

In the name of God Amen, I James Shields, Sen., of James 
City County being in perfect sense and memory, do make this my 
last will and testament revoking all other wills whatsoever — Im- 
primis, I recommend my soul to Almighty God who gave it, trust- 
ing thro' the merits of our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ for ever- 
lasting salvation, and as to my worldly goods I shall bestow as 
follows — Item, it is my will and desire that my executors here- 
after mentioned should sell my Island adjoining Piney Point 
and my land in York County, provided the suit of Tarpley's exe- 
cutors now depending in the court of Husting should go against 
me that that land known by the name of Tarpleys should also 
be sold, likewise my stock of cattle remaining, and the personal 
property except such articles as I shall mention hereafter; if 
there should not be a sufficiency after the above sale, then it is 
my desire that as many of my negroes may be sold as will satis- 
fy all my just debts. Item, my will and desire is that my execu- 
tors shall make a right and title to Thomas Lawson and John Rat- 
cliffe for that land I sold to them conditionally, if they comply 
with their bargain by paying up the money. Item, I lend to my 
loving wife Rebecca Shields during her natural life six of her 
choice of my negroes, likewise ten head of milch cattle and two 
yoke of oxen of her choice, and my lands known by the name 
of Piney Point and that which I purchased of Col. Digges also 
two beds and furniture, likewise give unto my loving wife seven 
hundred weight of fatted Pork, one Beef, thirty barrels of corn 
and all the Wheat and Flour that is now on the land. Item, it 
is my will and desire that after the death of my wife, that the 
lands, negroes & c. which I have lent unto her, the lands only shall 
be sold by my executors to the best advantage, and the residue to 
be equally divided amongst my surviving children ; should either 
of them leave lawful issue that they are to have their parents pro- 
portion of my said estate, the residue of my estate not mentioned 
shall be equally divided between Mary Coleman, Susannah Allen, 
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John Page Shields, Page Shields, Ann Taylor, Christian Brown 
Shields, Esther Shields, Daivd Minge Shields, Henry Shields, Ju- 
d,i Bray English Shields, Mathew Wyatt Shields, and Thomas 
Lawson Shields; and in case that either of the above mentioned 
should die before they are of lawful age or married, that their 
proportion shall be equally divided among the survivors. Item, 
those that have received any part of my estate are to account for 
thp same in their proportions. Item, I give unto my son James 
Shields five shillings lawful money, but not through any dis- 
regard, but as I have given him already a full proportion of my 
estate, and that he is not to inherit any more of it. Item, I give 
unto my loving wife Rebecca Shields one horse and my ox cart 
with its gear. Item, I appoint my son John Page Shields, my son 
James Shields, and my two friends Benjamin Waller and John 
Pierce to be my executors of this my last will and testament, they 
not being obliged to give security. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto affixed my hand and seal this eleventh day of September 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

James Shields. 
S nged, sealed in the 
presence of us 
John Greaves, 
Edward Power Jun r ., 
Daniel Lawson. 

At a court held for James City county the 13 th day of July 
1795, this will was proved by the oath of John Greaves and Dan- 
!<■'< Lawson two of the witnesses thereto, and ordered to be re- 
corded, and certificate for obtaining a probate thereof in due form 
was granted to John Page Shields one of the executors therein 
named, he having made an oath and acknowledged bond in the 
penalty of eight thousand pounds current money conditioned as 
the law directs. James Shields, Benjamin Waller and John 
Pierce, the other executors in the said will named, personally 
appeared in court and refusd to take on themselves the bur- 
then of the execution thereof. But previous to the granting of 
the probat and the acknowledgment of the executor's bond with- 
out security as aforesaid, James Shields, Julius Allen in right 
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of his wife Susanna, John Bacon in right of his wife Christian 
Brown; Richardson Taylor in right of his wife, Wyaatt Cole- 
man in right of his wife Mary, legattes under the will of 
James Shields the elder receased, the said James Shields 
the elder to a considerabl amount, suggested to the court 
that John P. Shields should be compelled to give security 
upon his qualification as eexcutor of James Shields deceased, 
stating that they were apprehensive that the said John P. 
Shields would waste and misapply the estate of his testator, 
whereby their rights as cereditors and legatees would be lost, 
praying that these their objections might be entered of record. 
The court being satisfied that the said John P. Shields should 
qualify without giving security, no sufficient reason in their opin- 
ion being assigned, committed to the said John P. Shields the 
executorship as aforesaid without security, the court being in- 
formed by said John P. Shields, James Shields and Julius Allen 
aforesaid, that in their opinion there was estate more than enough 
left to pay debts to which the parties aforesaid excepted, and 
James Ratcliffe and Julius Allen came into court and as cred- 
itors of James Shields the elder except also to the opinion of the 
Court as aforesaid. 

Teste : R. H. Waller, C. C. 



CARTER GENEALOGY. 

(Continued from page 194, Vol. IX.) 

By Dr. Jos. L. Miller. 

Descendants of Joseph Carter (No. 14) of Spotsylvania, 
through his daughter Mary E. C. Davis of "Broadfield," Spot- 
sylvania, and his son John Carter of Orange. 

The Davises. 

206. John Fielding Davis 5 (No. 64 Mary Carter 4 Davis), 
born Jan. 1, 1740 at Broadfield, died after 1782 in Mecklenburg. 
March 15, 1766 John Davis and wife Martha, of St. George's 
parish, Spotsylvania deeded away a hundred acres of land for- 
merly deeded to him by his father James Davis, dec'd, and re- 



